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2009 Calendar Year 
Term 3 
Enrolment Day:       Monday 27 July 10 am – 12 noon          Uniting Church, Taree 
Activities:        Monday 3 August  -  Saturday 26 Sept    various venues  
Term Luncheon  
OBE luncheon 2:      Monday 28 September            Sailo’s Restaurant 
Morning Tea &           Wednesday 2 September                    Uniting Church, Taree 
Thank You  
 
Term 4 
Enrolment Day:       Monday 19 October 10 am – 12 noon     Uniting Church, Taree 
Activities:        Monday 26 Oct  -  Saturday 12 Dec        various venues 
Term Luncheon:      Wednesday 16 December          Sailo’s Restaurant 
Christmas Concert:     Wednesday 2 December          Uniting Church, Taree 
 
 

CONTACTS 
President:      Maire Barrett     6551 4597             Secretary:  Chris Sala    6550 5876 
Membership:  Ern Hollebone  6553 9383   Welfare: Merl Freeman 6557 0019
    

        
 

   Website:   http://manningvalley.u3anet.org.au 

http://manningvalley.u3anet.org.au/�


Words from Our President 
                                                                                                 
                                          We continue to have good attendances at all our activities and, 

considering the inclement weather we have been having, this is 
great to see.  Congratulations to all our class leaders on the 
wonderful job you are all doing.  But I was very disappointed at 
the attendance at our Concert and Morning Tea on 1st July  -  a 
bare 50 or so!  On the other hand, a great crowd attended the 
OBE Luncheon a week later and all, especially the OBEs 
enjoyed themselves enormously. Why not make a point of 
joining in these functions which bring us all together as friends. 

 
We are already up to Term 3 and have more great offerings from Pam to choose from.  I’m 
sure there will be something there for everyone.  I know I always look forward to reading 
my newsletter to see what’s happening and what’s coming. Hope to meet up with you 
somewhere during the term.   Love and Light       
                Maire Barrett 
 
  Manning Valley U3A AGM 
was held on Tuesday 28th April with approx 
50 members in attendance. The result of the 
elections for office-bearers and committee 
was as follows: 
President:           Maire Barrett 
Vice President:   Lucy Bokulic 
Secretary:           Chris Sala 
Treasurer:          Ann Summerhill 
Committee:        Dianne DiMaria 
                           Valda Fealy 
                           Merl Freeman 
                           Betty Harding 
                           Anne Heitmann 
                           Ern Hollebone 
                           Pam Hollebone 
                           Margaret Savage 
Anne Thomas was co-opted to the 
Committee as Publicity Officer. 
  

Our Constitution  
has been examined this term by a sub-
committee to remove any inconsistencies. 
A draft copy of the amended constitution 
will be sent to all financial members with 
the Term 4 Newsletter.  We ask that you 
read it carefully and bring any comments, 
questions or discussion to the Special 
General Meeting which will be held  

at 11 am on Monday 19th October 
(Term 4 Enrolment Day) 

It is hoped that the amended constitution 
will be ratified at this meeting.  
 

Welfare Committee 
 Merl Freeman heads our active Welfare 
Committee and contacts those laid low by 
illness or accident, those who have 
suffered the loss of a loved one and, 
increasingly, those who are celebrating a 
happy milestone in their lives.  If you 
know of a member who fits into any of 
these categories, please notify Merl on 
6557 0019 or email on 
 
          wmfree9@bigpond.net.au 
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Vale 
Milton Wootton 

17.09.1926 to 07.07.2009 
Milton, along with his wife Margaret, 
was one of our founding U3A Steering 
Committee members and in more recent 
years has been a stalwart at Open Forum  

mailto:wmfree9@bigpond.net.au�


Our Folk Dancers 
By Ella Mears 

Congratulations to our U3A dancers who 
performed at the Wingham Scottish Festival 
in May: Sandra, Olive, Pauline, Jean, Val, 
Anne, Jenny, Maggi, Elizabeth and Sophie.  
They pulled in and held the attention of an 
appreciative crowd with their dancing of 
The Gay Gordons, The Dashing White 
Sargeant and other dances of that ilk.  
 
I watched and marvelled at the discipline 
and physical prowess they demonstrated 
AND they were smiling all the time!! (a bit 
of leg massage would have been welcome 
later that day, I’m sure)  They performed 
twice on Saturday and were asked to dance 
at the Taree Envirofair in June.  But wait! 
There’s more… the group has now been 
asked to perform at the Port Stephens Celtic 
Festival in September!  If this keeps up, 
Sandra will have to acquire an agent! 
Congratulations!  A wonderful effort!   
 

The Gardeners’ Day Trip 
By Anne Thomas 

We started our tour with a visit to the 
gardens of St. Peter the Fisherman’s Church 
at Laurieton. Here amongst the trees were 
statues and paintings of Christian 
significance as well as Thai horses and a 
Buddha. There is an amphitheatre and a 
Grecian style pavilion on the shores of the 
lake. From there we went to Ricardo’s 
Tomatoes where we were shown how 
tomatoes are grown hydroponically. We had 
a delicious lunch there, before buying fresh 
produce and picking strawberries.  We then 
went to Vanderlay’s Nursery. Here there 
were acres of colourful plants which were 
admired by all and bought by some. 
A big thank you to Ross Wilkinson for 
arranging such a pleasant day and to Brian 
Leggott for driving us safely there and back. 
(Photos are available on our website) 

Morning Tea Donations 
                                 

Our Term 2 group was                     
RDA  -  Riding for the 
Disabled  -  which helps 
people of all ages to 
develop skills & 
confidence. 

                           Our donation: $126.00 
                             Left: Maureen Turner of 

RDA  speaking to MV U3A 
 

Concert & Morning Tea 
The Entertainer’s Radio Play was fun, more 
so for those of us who have ever been 
involved in community radio:  “dead air”, 
missed cues but a real sense of  belonging.  
Was the play inspired by real bus trips our 
U3Aers have enjoyed?? God forbid!! 
Ella and the boys (Bob, David, Errol and 
Ludvik) gave us a wonderful tribute to 
Elvis while “I want to Come Back as a 
Man” by Ella had heads in the audience 
nodding in agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Above) Brian, Olive, Vilma, Dawn, Helen, David 
& Connie leading the singalong 
(Below)  “ Elvis” and the Boys in the Band 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 More photos are available on our website 
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For sale: Tombstone, standard grey, suit 
someone called Rogers fine Phone:…. 
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Wrap with Love 
 If you have spare wool                  
 stashed away feeding  
 the moths, why not 
donate it to our crafty
 knitters/crocheters  who 
are making wraps.  Ring 
Ann Summerhill on  
5511 0003.  
(Left) Anne Thomas  

 with two of  her wraps 

 

Trip to Port Macquarie 
By Anne Thomas 

On a beautiful autumn day we set off for 
Billabong Koala Park, arriving with time 
for a short stroll or morning tea, before the 
photo shoot with Clancy, a seven year old 
male koala. From there we went to the 
monkey cage to see the entertaining spider 
monkeys eating and playing with their 
morning fruit. We wandered around the 
exhibits, the highlights being, a young 
koala on its mother’s back, a joey looking 
out of his mother’s pouch, colourful 
parrots and albino wallabies. While having 
lunch we were shown a black-headed 
python and a young fresh water crocodile 
(thankfully with its mouth taped).  From 
there we went to the wharf where we had 
time for an ice cream before boarding a 
genuine Chinese junk for a cruise on the 
Hastings River.  
 
It was very relaxing, moving  
slowly along the water with  
views of bushland, holiday 
accommodation and luxury waterfront 
houses. Afternoon tea was enjoyed aboard 
and we arrived back at the wharf relaxed 
and happy. Our illustrious president told 
me I must include in this report a 
description of the “heads” (the skipper 
called it ‘the powder room’ or ‘the 
dunny’). All fairly normal but the most 
interesting feature was the reflective metal 
that was used on one wall and the door. 
Kinky! (From Editor: Our president or the heads?)  
 

Licence requirements for people aged 85 
and over 

From December 1, when                            
you reach 85 years of age,                                
in addition to the annual medical 
examination, you are required to pass a 
practical driving assessment every second 
year (age 85, 87, 89 etc) to retain your 
unrestricted driver licence. If you no longer 
require an unrestricted driver licence you 
can opt for a modified licence without the 
need for a practical driving assessment. 
If you need to have a practical assessment 
you can choose whether you do a test with 
the RTA or a driving assessment with an 
older driver assessor (see below). 
You may find it helpful to read the Road 
Users' Handbook or do a refresher course 
with a driving school before attempting 
your assessment. Advanced age licensees 
must pass a driving test before their licence 
can be renewed or maintained. 
Local assessors are: 
Vincent Cork (Tinonee)   6553 1818    

0409 150 558 
Denis Gracie (Old Bar)    0418 240 858 
Peter Jude (Tuncurry)      6554 5400 
There are others in Camden Haven and 
Port Macquarie 
 
 

 

 

U3A German Takes to the Airwaves 
And speaking of community radio, our 
U3A German class will be broadcasting an 
hour-long program on 2BOB Radio 
(FM104.7) on the second Tuesday each 
month at 2 pm.  Don Rannard made the 
suggestion, Lucy Bokulic negotiated with 
2BOB and BOB’s your uncle!!! They are 
all very excited about putting learning into 
practice Frank Pammer will continue as 
“script mentor”. Make sure you listen!!  

http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/licensing/downloads/gettitestsdrivieduca_dl1.html�
http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/licensing/downloads/gettitestsdrivieduca_dl1.html�
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