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Minutes 
Management Committee meeting 4.5.2021  

Held at 10 a.m. Uniting Church Albert St Taree 

Present: Dawn Rankin (President), Heather McLaughlin (Secretary), Eileen Parr (Treasurer), 

Heather Abbott (Committee Member), Robyn Neufeld (Committee Member), Lorne Henry 

(Committee Member). Minute Taker: Margie Kennard (Member)  

Observers: Paul Addison (Member), Richard Coleman (Member) Apologies: Nil 

1. Welcome. Meeting opened at 9:57am 

2. Motion: That Margie Kennard be appointed as Minute Taker for Management Committee 

meetings. 

Moved: Dawn Rankin  Seconded: Heather McLaughlin   CARRIED 

3. Confirmation of the minutes of the previous meetings: 

Motion: That the Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting 4.3.21 and the minutes of 

the Special Management Committee Meeting 29.3.21 be accepted 

Moved: Dawn Rankin   Seconded: Lorne Henry   CARRIED 

4. Business arising 

● Term 2 Enrolment Morning 

Agreed that enrolment morning was very successful with minimal wait time for members. More 

members chose to enrol online.  

Notes from debrief: Approx 42 people enrolled at the event. Suggested to remind people to put 

their name and number onto enrolment form. Agreed that best way to email out newsletter to 

those who wanted it was via a simple email with a link to website document for them to 

download to avoid difficulties for members in receiving large file. A “data skew” event marred 

the admin and registrations – this was from software and not from MVU3A input. 

Fees/enrolment discrepancy for Philosophy class. Some members noted that the social aspect of 

enrolment day were missed by them. Suggestion to hold morning tea event to provide social 

contact. Email issue with Hotmail addresses identified. 

Motion: To withhold kits for new members until payment and database entries confirmed 

Moved: Heather Abbott   Seconded: Eileen Parr    CARRIED 

● Website revision 

Ross Connell (Webmaster) made updates, changes and enrolment simplification to website. 

ACTION: Heather Abbott – Update committee nomination form with correct dates and reload 

to website. 

5.  Reports: 

a) President – Dawn Rankin - see copy of report attached 

Noted that no complaints about enrolment process/classes received in contrast to previous times 

b) Treasurer/Membership – Eileen Parr- see copy of report attached 

Term 2 to date has our course fees collected via: 

Online at $3026.00 

Bank at $2229.00  

Total Term 2 fees to date $5255.00. There are still some class fees to be paid. 

MVU3A Operational Bank Balance as of 1 May 2021 is $21,502.96 

Term Saving Investment Account of $10,987.83 matures on 14 May 2021. 

mailto:secretary@manningvalley.u3anet.org.au
http://manningvalley.u3anet.org.au/


Page 2 
 

Motion: To rollover Term Saving Investment Account with interest for 6 months. 

Proposed: Eileen Parr   Seconded: Dawn Rankin   CARRIED 

Membership - there was discussion on changes in some class numbers 

ACTION: Robyn Neufeld - Contact ex-members of Silver Tones to gain insight into their 

decision not to continue with this class to see if continuous improvement opportunity can be 

identified for committee.  

c) Secretary – Heather McLaughlin 

Many communications received by email, phone and text message - with committee members, 

enquiries about membership and enrolment, member connections, class cancellations (flood 

etc). 

Network NSW Conference was not attended due to clash on dates with MVU3A enrolment 

date. Network NSW reorganising its management/governance and adjusting focus to better 

support member U3As. There is no regional rep for our area currently with resignation of 

previous rep who was based in Port Macquarie. 

d) Programs – Heather McLaughlin - Report notes attached 

23 Courses up and running with good attendance. French suffered from over-enrolment issue. 

Need to promote lower enrolment classes. Several extra classes probable for next term. Cards 

and games, Ballroom dancing, Introduction to Islam, Everyone has a story, Balance and Bones, 

Sketch book pencil drawing, At the Movies – Paul Addison suggested sessions viewing Arts 

Council recordings of productions, Dawn Rankin suggests using IView and SBS On Demand 

services to source movies. 

ACTION: Committee Member? – find member to run these sessions 

Class Leaders’ Afternoon 2pm 16th May at Uniting Church. Committee agreed afternoon tea of 

tea/coffee and wrapped biscuit to be supplied 

ACTION: All Committee – requested to attend 

ACTION: Margie Kennard & Robyn Neufeld: to provide Afternoon tea and biscuit in 

Covid-safe manner. 

e) Newsletter – Heather Abbott 

File size of newsletter to be reduced for ease of emailing. 

Distribution to be via simple small email with a link to website’s newsletter area. 

f) Publicity – Heather McLaughlin 

Manning Community News and Manning River Times articles a success, also was front page 

for Seniors’ Week with Mid North Coast Council. 

Committee gave vote of thanks to Chris Abbott for his work in helping achieve this publicity. 
Funding proposal sent to Club Taree for funds to replace damaged banner by Heather Abbott. 

g) Welfare - Robyn Neufeld 

No phone calls or business except for the news today that Lucy Bokulic had passed away. 

6.  General Business 

● AGM 15th June/committee, nominations. Eileen Parr announced she will be absent for AGM 

but will nominate and intends to continue her committee roles. Dawn Rankin confirmed she will 

not renominate. Other board members intend to renominate for their roles. Nominations must be 

in by 7th June at the latest (1 day before next committee meeting). 

● Constitution progress – Presentation of documents to members to be done ASAP – by 15th 

May if possible – by email or via post as required. 

ACTION: Heather Abbott to email copy of constitutions (current and proposed) to both 

Richard Coleman and Paul Addison for them to review in regard to their potentially nominating 

for committee. 

●Class Leaders’ Afternoon, 15th May: Programme, catering – see 5.d) 

Next meeting: Tuesday, June 8th, at 10.00am 

Meeting closed: 11:45am  
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Management Committee meeting 4.5.2021 

Attachment 1 Programmes Report by Heather McLaughlin 

Programme Report/Notes, Term 2 2021 

24 courses are running.  

Class lists very problematic this term due to database issues. 

Change of MUGS/SUS venue and times welcomed; Church of Christ hall works well. 

Acrylic Art cancelled (only 1 enrolled). 

All others running, some with low numbers.  

French – too many in Beginners! 

Folk Circle a good addition. 

Need to promote smaller numbers groups (e.g. Cryptic Crosswords). 

Term 3: deadline for proposals 21st May. 

Planning to add: 

Card Sharps 

Table Games 

Balance and Bones 

Line Dance 

Ballroom Dancing 

Introduction to Islam 

Films/DVDs? 

Everyone Has a Story 

Possibly: 

Acrylic Pour Art? 

Yoga? 

Meditation/Zentangle drawing 

Sketchbook/Pencil Drawing 

Physics 

Financial Activism 

Sanscrit/Hindi? 

Not running in Term 3: 

Buddhism 

Indonesian Songs 

Understanding the Internet 


